
MINUTES OF MEETING OF HAYDON PARISH COUNCIL AT 7.30PM ON THE 

26TH OF MAY 2022, AT HAYDON BRIDGE COMMUNITY CENTRE. 

 

Present :  J. Bates, I. Burrows, E. Faulks, B. Howard, A. Kirsopp, R. Snowdon, J. Keyte, 

A. Sharp, and J. Thompson; members of the public and C. McGivern (mins). 

1. Peter Fletcher- Neighbourhood Plan – 

Peter Fletcher explained that the Plan had gone to NCC and then for independent 

examination. At this stage it had been passed, subject to various changes. The Plan should 

always add things to the planning process and not duplicate anything in the County Plan, 

and changes were largely to ensure this. NCC rejigged the Plan and now the final version 

will go to referendum on the 30th of June. 

Mr Fletcher said that there were two key things that the PC needed to know regarding the 

referendum - they can encourage people to vote, but they are not legally allowed to tell 

people to vote yes.  The notice of referendum is now on the parish noticeboard and on the 

website. The polling cards will have the following question on them – 

“Do you want Northumberland County Council and Northumberland National Park 

Authority to use the Neighbourhood Plan for Haydon Parish Neighbourhood Area 

to help it decide planning applications in the neighbourhood area?”  

If it is agreed at the referendum stage and comes into force then NCC planning officers will 

have to use it when making planning decisions. There will be a two page spread about the 

plan in the Haydon News in mid-June. Posters will also be put up around the village 

explaining more about the Plan, and NCC will have another article in the Hexham Courant 

closer to the referendum. The independent examiner was very impressed by the 

consultation and the weight of evidence for the plan. Mr Fletcher thanked Parish Cllrs who 

had attended a workshop on community led housing, and said that there was now a 

developer in place for the site west of Langley Gardens. This is Gentoo Homes. The idea 

is to get affordable housing that is community led. He said that it is possible to get funding 

for this, if you have specific proposals in place. The vehicle for this will be the Development 

Trust, who will change their legal status  to do this. If this goes ahead then the homes 

created won’t be at risk of “right to buy”, and can be retained as housing that the community 

controls. Finally, Mr Fletcher said that he was aware that the PC had had a meeting with a 

developer who was interested in the site at East Lands End. He requested PC approval to 

approach them too re community led housing. This approval was given. 

2. Public participation – 

 

a) Chris Armstrong explained that he had recently opened Oddfellows Café on Shaftoe 

Street. He noted that coming from the A69 there were no brown signs showing the 

amenities available in Haydon Bridge. He felt that this was a missed opportunity for 

the village. Cllr Faulks said that this had been raised by the PC before. Cllr Sharp said 

that there were brown signs for Haltwhistle and Greenhead. Cllr Bates asked who would 

pay for the brown signs and Cllr Sharp explained that NCC will supply but not pay for 

them. Mr Fletcher said that a good attempt to get brown signs had been made after the 



bypass. He thought now that the Neighbourhood Plan was close to implementation it 

might be a good time to try again. Cllr Sharp said that he would be happy to help with 

funding, although it suggested that the total cost is likely to be in the region of £10-

15,000 as signs would be needed at both sides of the village. Mr Armstrong said that 

he would be happy to give something toward the cost and he felt other businesses would 

be too. Cllr Bates also said that there were legal stipulations as to where the signs could 

be sited on the road. Cllr Sharp said he would investigate and Mr Fletcher will send 

him an email linking the suggestion to the Neighbourhood Plan. 

Mr Armstrong said that Haydon Bridge was a lovely place but did not have an 

attraction, he felt that the old bridge should be the centre of the village. Elsewhere he 

has noticed large black planters have been used in locations where the local authority 

wants tourists to be. He wondered if some could be installed on the bridge filled with 

poppies, along with benches for people to sit in. People regularly stop on the bridge to 

take photos. Mr and Mrs Wallis had mentioned to him that in the past the bridge was 

used for a market, and he wondered if it could be used for an antiques fair in the summer 

months. 

 

3. Apologies – were received from Cllrs Charlton and Thornhill. 

 

4. Declarations of interest – none were received. 

 

5. Minutes of the previous meeting – having been circulated, were approved and 

signed. 

 

6. Report from Northumberland County Council – 

Rumble strips on the road going up to the cemetery in front of Shaftoe School, have 

been replaced. Cllr Sharp said he was not at all happy that the gully beside the War 

Memorial on Church Street has not been attended to and he had chased NCC up on this 

matter as water is again pooling on the kerb side. Ditches at the various locations around 

Langley and Haydon Bridge are being attended to and he asked anyone who knows of 

areas which need attention to let him know. The re-surfacing work on the road from 

North Bank to Grindon is in the programme to be carried out in the summer months. 

With regards to the work on the road on the A686 from the junction on the A69 to Esp 

Hill Cllr Sharp had been in touch with Technical Services as was not happy about the 

delay in getting this work done, and they had responded as follow - 

  

“I have looked into this with the team and your concerns about a September start. I do 

appreciate your concerns about the current state of the road. In considering the overall 

programme, resource availability and preparation works needed, we have been able to 

bring the start date forward to 22nd August. I appreciate this isn't as soon as you would 

have liked but it is the earliest we can carry out the work. In the meantime we will keep 

it monitored so that any actionable defects are repaired and the length is kept safe for 

traffic”. 

  

Cllr Sharp was concerned about a number of planning applications in the village. A 

feasibility study on the road improvements beside Woodhall Mill is still progressing 

and Richard Snowdon continues to work with NCC on this scheme.  



 With regards to the Queen’s Jubilee funding, Langley Village was awarded £250.00. 

Cllr Sharp had also been attending to several other matters on behalf of individual 

residents. 

 

7. Highways – 

 

a) Cllr Bates said that the flashing speed sign still says 30 mph. 

b) Cllr Kirsopp said that as you approach the village from the west there are no white 

lines in the middle of the road. Cllr Sharp will take  a look at this. 

c) Cllr Kirsopp said that the grass verge needed to be cut, directly past the access to the 

Showfield, as currently visibility is bad for motorists turning out at this point. 

d) A request had been received from NCC for the PC’s three transport priorities for the 

next year. It was agreed to put forward – Cycle route to Hexham/Access onto the 

estate at Langley Gardens/Brown signs from the A69. 

 

8. Lighting – nothing to report. 

 

9. Planning applications – 

22/01761/FUL - Kitchen extension, North Cottage, Haydon Bridge - HAYDON 

PARISH COUNCIL SUPPORTS THIS APPLICATION, WHICH RETAINS THE 

HISTORY OF THE BUILDING BY USING GLAZING TO GIVE THE 

IMPRESSION OF AN OPEN SPACE WHERE THERE WAS PREVIOUSLY 

ACCESS FOR A HORSE AND CARRIAGE. 

22/01762/LBC - Listed building consent for kitchen extension, North Cottage, Haydon 

Bridge - HAYDON PARISH COUNCIL SUPPORTS THIS APPLICATION, WHICH 

RETAINS THE HISTORY OF THE BUILDING BY USING GLAZING TO GIVE 

THE IMPRESSION OF AN OPEN SPACE WHERE THERE WAS PREVIOUSLY 

ACCESS FOR A HORSE AND CARRIAGE. 

 

10. Risk assessment and Review of internal audit – having been circulated both 

documents were approved. 

 

11. Accounts  - as in budget. 

 

I Annual Governance for 2021-22 was completed and approved and signed. 

II Statement of Accounts had been completed by the Clerk and was approved 

and signed. 

Parish Council’s bank account - Cllr Faulks explained that the PC was considering 

changing bank accounts. HSBC now charge for cheques, as well as a monthly fee. The 

Co-op’s Directplus account offered free banking for 30 months, then there is a charge 

of £7 a month. Free cheques are provided, as long as the account remains in credit above 

£1,000. All agreed that this was a good idea. In order to set this up the Clerk will need 

additional information from all signatories, and she will circulate an email about this. 

12 Parish projects 



a) Development Trust – Cllr Faulks said that the library was now open two days a 

week. 

b) Climate champions – Cllr Howard said that there had been a constructive meeting 

and they were looking at community heating as part of this. He thought it should be 

possible to provide advice on community heating systems and perhaps feed this in 

when responding to planning applications. For example to install such a system on 

Ratcliffe Road from scratch would involve a huge cost in digging up the road etc, 

but it could perhaps be included in any scheme for the Strawberry Fields and get 

the go-ahead as part of a larger scheme. 

c) Cllr Thompson said that the GITS had raised £300 for the Jubilee party, Julia 

Cooper’s group had raised another £100 and Cllr Sharp had given £200. Pauline 

Wallis has ordered medals for the children and lots of volunteers have come forward 

to provide teas and coffees, and children’s events. There will be snack vans and a 

cake on the day too. 

 

13.Any other business –  

 

a) Cllr Howard said that he had been contacted on a couple of occasions by people 

renting the vicarage and gone to have a look at the reported anti-social behaviour. 

He said that there were kids at the picnic area, but he felt they were just having fun. 

Mr Atkins said that in future je would contact the Police if this occurs again. 

b) Cllr Kirsopp had been approached by parents with children at the Shaftoe School 

who were concerned about the safety of children walking to school and crossing the 

road as they came off the old bridge. Parked cars made visibility bad at this point. 

Cllr Richardson wondered whether “children crossing” signs might help. She also 

noted that most children cross outside the chip shop. Cllr Burrows said that in the 

past there had been a lollipop lady at this point. Cllr Sharp said that NCC would 

only be able to install signs if the school wrote to them. 

c) Cllr Kirsopp said that the hanging baskets had been ordered and would arrive 

around mid-June. 

d) Cllr Thompson proposed that a round of applause for Cllr Bates who had organised 

the purchase of Jubilee mugs for children in the village. This was unanimously 

agreed. 

 


